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REVIEW OF THE LIFE AND DISCOURSES OF 
F. W. ROBERTSON. 
BY 8, M. JANNBY. 
(Continued from page 196.) 

The parables of Christ have ever been regard- 
ed, by his devout followers, as among the most 
precious of those treasures of wisdom found in 
the Scriptures of Truth. They illustrate beau- 
tifully many of the phases of spiritual life, and 
the enigmatical form in which they are cast 
adds to the interest they inspire, as they are 
gradually developed by the progress of religious 


’ experience, or made elear by the teachings of 


Divine grace. 

The Parable of the Sower, is the title of the 
second discourse in the first volume of Robert- 
son’s Sermons. The text is Matt. xiii. 1-10. 


“The same day went Jesus out of the house, and 
sat by the seaside. And great multitudes were gath- 
ered together unto him, so that he went into a ship, 
and sat; and the whole multitude stood on the shore. 
And he spake many things unto them in parables, 
saying, Behold, a sower went forth to sow: and 
when he sowed, some seeds fell by the wayside, and 
the fowls came aod devoured them up. Some fell 
upon stony places, where they had not much earth; 
and forthwith they sprang up, because they had no 
deepness of earth: and when the sun was up, they 
Were scorched; and because they had. no root, they 
withered away. And some fell among thoros; and 
the thorns sprang up acd choked them: Bat other 
fell into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some 
an huadred fold, some sixty-fold, some thirty-fold. 
Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.” 


Referring to the fact that a large number of life is.subjeet to failure in such hearts, in two 
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young persons of both sexes in his church had 
recently made a profession of religion, the min- 
ister addressed them on the solemn responsi- 
bility resting upon them, and pointed out some 
of the causes of failure that. had, in many cases, 


led the young convert to stray from the path of , 


iety. 

: Iu the first place he shows that man was 
created with freedom of will. “God has per- 
formed this. marvel,” he says, “ of creating a 
Being with free-will, independent, so to speak, of 
Himself—a real cause in His Universe. To say 
that he hag created such a one, ig tosay that He 
has given him the power to fail. Without free- 
will there could be no human goodness. It is 
wise, therefore, and good in God, to give birth 
to free will. But once acknowledge free-will 
in man, and the origin of evil does not lie in 
God.” . . “ In our own free-will—in the- grand 
and fearful power we have to ruin ourselves— 
lies the real and only religious solution of the 
mystery.” ‘ 

“ In this parable are given to us the causes of 
failure, and the requirements which are-neces- 
sary in order to enable impressions to. become 
permanent. . 

I. The causes of failure. 

1. The first of these is want of spiritual per- 
ception. Some of the seed fell by the wayside. 
There are persons whose religion is all outside— 
it never penetrates beyond the intellect. Duty 
is recognized in word—not felt.” . . Truth of 
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ways.—By being trodden down. Wheat dropped 
by a harvest cart upon a road, lies outside. 
There comes a passenger's foot, and crushes some 
of it; then gyheels come by,—the wheel of 
traffic and the wheel of pleasure,—crushing it 
grain by grain. It is trodden down.” 

“Again, conceptions of religious life, which 
are only conceptions outward, having no lodg- 
ment in the heart, disappear. Fowls of the 
air came and devoured the seed. Have you 
ever seen grain scattered on the road? The 
sparrow from the housetop aud the chickens 
from the barn rush in, and, within a minute 
after it has been scattered, nut the shadow of a 
grain is left. This is the picture—not of thought 
crushed by degrees, but of thought dissipated, 
and no man cao tell when or how it went. 
Swiftly do these winged thoughts come, when 
we pray, or read, or listen: in our inattentive, 
sauntering, wayside hours: and before we can 
be upon oar guard, the very trace of holier pur- 
poses has disappeared. In our purest moods, 
when we kneel to pray, or gather round the al- 
tar, down into the very Holy of Holies sweep 
these foul birds of the air, villain fancies, demon 
thoughts.' The germ of life, the small seed of 
impression; is gone—where, -you know not. 
But it is gone. Inattentiveness of spirit, pro- 
duced by want of spiritual interest, is the first 
cause of disappointment. 

2. A second cause of failurg is want of depth 
in character. Some fell on stony ground. 
Stony ground means often the soil with which 
many loose stones are intermixed ; but that is 
not the stony ground meant here: this stony 
ground is the thin layer of earth upon a bed of 
rock. Shallow soil is like superficial character. 
You meet with such persons in life. There is 
nothing deép about them ; all they do and all 
they have is on the surface.” 

“ Not without significance is it represented 
that the superficial character is connected with 
the hard heart. Beneath the light, thin surface 
of easily stirred dust lies the bed of rock. The 
shallow ground was stony ground. pnd it is 
among the children of light enjoyment and un- 
settled life that we must look for stony heart- 
lessness:—not in the world of business—not 
among the poor, crushed to the earth by priva- 
tion and suffering. That hardens the character, 
but often leaves the heart soft. If you wish to 
koow what hollowness and heartlessness are, 
you must seek for them in the world of light, 
elegant, superficial fashion, where frivolity has 
turned the heart into a rock-bed of selfishness. 
Say what men will of the heartlessness of trade, 
it is nothing compared with the heartlessness 
of fashion. Say what they will of the atheism 
of science, it is nothing to the atheism of that 
round of pleasure in which the heart lives: dead 
while it lives. 

3. Qnee more: impressions com? to nothing 
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when the mind is subjected to dissipating in- 
‘Some fell among 


fluences and yields to them. 
thorns.’ 

There is nutriment enough in the ground 
for thorns, and enough for -wheat ; but not 
enough, in any ground, for both wheat and 
thorus. The agriculturist thins his nursery- 
ground, and the farmer weeds his field, and 
the gardener removes the superfluous grapes, 
for that very reason in order that the dissipat- 
ed sap may be concentrated in a few plants vig- 
orously. 

So, in the same way, the heart has a certain 
power of loving. But love, dissipated on many 
objects, concentrates itself on none. God or the 
world—not both. ‘No man can serve two 
masters.’—‘ If any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him.’ He that has 
learned many accomplishments or sciences gen- 
erally knows noue thoroughly. Multifarious- 
ness of knowledge is commonly opposed to 
depth ; variety of affections is generally not 
found with intensity. 

Two classes of dissipating influences distract 
such minds. ‘The cares of this world and the 
deceitfulness of riches, choke the Word.’ The 
cares of this world—its petty, trifling distrac- 
tions, not wrong in themselves, simply dissipat- 
ing—filling the heart with paltry solicitudes 
and mean anxieties—wearing. Martha was 
‘cumbered with much serving.’ Her house- 
hold and domestic duties, real duties, divided 
her heart with Christ. The time of danger, 
therefore, is when life expands into new situa- 
tions and larger spheres, bringing with them 
new cares. It is not in the earlier stages of ex- 
istence that these distractions are felt. Thorns 
sprang up and choked the wheat as they grew 
together. You see a religious man taking upa 
new pursuit with eagerness, At first no dan- 
ger was suspected. But it is a distraction— 
something that distracts or divides—he has be- 
come dissipated, and, by and by, you re- 
mark that his zest is gone; he is no longer the 
man he was. He talks as before, but the life is 
gone from what he says—his energies are {rit 
teréd. The Word is ‘ choked.’ 

Again; the deceitfulness of riches dissipate. 
True as always to nature, never exaggerating, 
never one-sided, Christ does not say that such 
religion brings forth no fruit, but only that it 
brings none to perfection. A fanatic bans all 
wealth and all worldly care as the department 
of the devil: Christ says, ‘How hardly shall 
they that ¢rust in riches enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven.’ He does not say the divided heart 
has no religion, but it is a dwarfed, stunted, fee- 
ble religion. Many such a Christian do you 
find among the rich and the titled, who, as 8 
less encumbered man, might have been a reso- 
lute soldier of the Cross; but he is only now 4 
realization of the old Pagan fable—a spiritual 
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giant under a mountain of gold. Oh! many,| ference, In the pursuit of wealth, knowledge, 
many such we meet in our higher classes, pia-| reputation, circumstances have power to mar 
ing with a nameless want, pressed by heavy | the wisest schemes. The hoard of years may be 
laws of the weariness of existence, strengthless in | lost in a single night. The wisdom hived up 
the midst of affluence, and incapable even of | by a whole life may perish when some fever im- 
tasting the profusion of comfort which is heaped | pairs memory. But in the kingdom of Christ, 
around them. where inward character is the prize, no chance 

There is a way God their Father has of deal- | can rob earnestness of its exactly proportioned 
ing with such, which is no pleasant thing to|due of success. ‘ Whatsoever a man soweth, 
bear. In agriculture it is called weeding. In| that shall he also reap.’ There is no blight nor 
gardening it is done by pruning. It is the cut-| mildew, nor scorchiog sun, nor rain-deluge, 
ting off the over-luxuriant shoots, in order to| which can turn that harvest into a failure. ‘ Lay 
call back the wandering juices into the healthier | not up for yourselves treasures on earth.’ . . . 
and more living parts.” Sow for time, and probably you will succeed in 

“It isa paiaful thing that weeding work.|time. Sow the seed of Life—humbleness, 
‘Every branch in me that beareth fruit, He | pure-heartedness, love,—and, in the long eter- 
urgeth it, that it may bring forth more fruit.’ | nity which lies before the soul, every minutest 

he keen edge of God's pruning-knife cuts | grain will come up again with an inorease of 
sheer through. No weak tenderness stops Him | thirty, sixty, or an hundred fold. 
whose love seeks goodness, not comfort, for} 2. Meditation is a second requisite for per- 
his servants. A man’s distractions are in his|manence. They keep the word which they 
wealth, and perhaps fire or failure make him | have heard. 
bavukrupt : what he feels is God's sharp knife. 
Pleasure has dissipated his heart, and a stricken something which only partially resembles it. 
frame forbids his enjoying pleasure; shattered | Sometimes we sit in a kind of day-dream, the 
nerves and broken health wear out the life of; mind*expatiating far away into vacancy, while 
life. Or, perhaps, it comes in a sharper, sadder | minutes and hours slip by, almost unmarked, in 
form: the shaft of death goes home—there is | mere vacuity. That is not meditation, but re- 
heard the wail of danger in his home. And | very,—a state to which the soul resigns itself 
then, when sickness has passed on to hopeless- | in pure passivity. When the soul is absent and 
ness, and hopelessness has passed on to death, | dreaming, let no man think that that is spiritu- 
the crushed man goes into the chamber of the | al meditation, or anything that is spiritual. 
dead ; and there, when he shuts down the lid}; Meditation is partly a passive, partly an act- 
upon the coffin of his wife, or-the coffin of his | ive state. Whoever has pondered long over a 
child, his heart begins to tell him the meaning | plan which he is anxious to accomplish, with- 
of all this. Thorns had been growing io his} out distinctly seeing at first the way, knows 
heart; and the sharp knife had been at work | what meditation is. The subject presents itself 
making room; but by an awful desolation— | in leisure moments spontaneously; but, then, 
tearing up and cutting down, that the life of | all this sets the mind at work—contriving, ima- 
God in the soul may not be choked. gining, rejecting, modifying.” 

If. For the permanence of religious impres-| “He knows, again, what it is, who has ever 
sions this parable suggests three requirements: | earnestly and sincerely loved oné living human 
‘They on the good ground are they which, in| being. The image of his friend rises unbidden 
an honest and good heart, having heard the} by day and night, stands before his soul in the 
word, keep it, and briog forth fruit with pa-| street and in the field, comes athwart his every 
tience.’ thought, and mixes its presence with his every 

1. ‘An honest and good heart.’ Earnestness:| plan. So far all is passive. But besides this 
that is, sincerity of purpose.” e plans and contrives for that other’s happi- 

“This earnestaess is the first requisite for | ness; tries to devise what would give pleasure ; 
real success in everything. Do you wish to be-| examines his owa conduct and coaversation, to 
come rich ?—You'may become rich: that is, if| avoid that which can by any possibility give 
you desire it in no halfway, bat thoroughly. Aj|pain. This is meditation. — 
miser sacrifices all to this single passion ; hoards| So, too, is meditation on religious truth car- 
farthings, and dies possessed of wealth. Do you ried on. If it first be loved, it will recur spon. 
wish to master any science or accomplishment ? | taneously to the heart. i 
—Give yourself to it and it lies beneath your} But then it is dwelt on till it receives innu- 
eet. Time and pains will do anything. This|merable applications; is again and again 
world is given as the prize for the men in ear-| brought up to the sun and tried in various 
nest; and that which is true of this world is| lights, and so incorporates itself with the reali- 
truer still of the world tocome. ‘The king- | ties of practical existence. 
dom of heaven suffereth violence, and the vio-}] Meditation is done in silence. By it we re- 
lent take it by force. Only there is this dif 'nounce our narrow individuality, and expatiate 





Now, meditation is often confounded with 
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into that which is iefinite. Only in the sacred- 
ness of inward silence does the soul truly meet 
the secret, hiding God. The strength of resolve, 
which afterwards shapes life and mixes itself 
with action, is the fruit of those sacred, solitary 
moments. ‘T'here is a divine depth in silence. 
We meet God alone.” 

“ It is not the number of books you read, nor 
the variety of sermons which you hear, nor the 
. amount of religious convérsation in which you 
mix; but it is the frequency and the earnest- 
ness with which you meditate on these things, 
tili the truth which may be in them becomes 
your own, and part of your own being, that in- 
sures your spiritual growth. 

8. The third requisite is endurance. 
bring forth fruit with patience.’ 
two kinds. There is an active and a passive 
endurance. The former is a masculine, the 
latter for the most part a feminine virtue.” 

“These two diverse qualities are joined in 
One, and only Ove of woman born in perfection. 
One there was in whom human nature was exbib- 
bited in all ite elements symmetrically complete : 
One in whom, as | lately said, there met all 
that was manliest and all that was most woman- 
ly. His endurance of pain and grief was that 
of the woman rather than the man. A tender 
spirit dissolving into tears, meeting the dark hour 
not. with the stern defiance of the man and the 
stoic, but with gentleness, and trust, andl ove, 
and shrinking, likea woman. But when it came 
to the question in Pilate’s judgment-ball, or the 
mockeries of Herod’s men of war, or the dis. 
cussion with the Pharisees, or the exposure of 
the hollow falsehoods by which social, domestic, 
and religious life were sapped, the woman has 
disappeared, and the hardy resolution of the 
man, with more than manly daring, is found in 
her stead. This is the ‘ patience’ for us to cul- 
tivate: To bear and to persevere. However 
dark and profitless, however painful and weary 
existence may have become ; however any man, 
like Klijah, may be tempted to cast himself be- 
neath the juniper-tree and say, ‘ It is enough : 
now, O Lord !’—Jife is pot done, and our Chris- 
tian character is not won, so long as God has 
avything left for us to suffer, or anything left 
tor us to do. 

Patience, however, has another meaning. It 
is the opposite of that impatience which cannot 
wait. This is one of the difficulties of spiritual 
life. We are disappointed if the harvest do 
not come at once,” - 

“Alas! a little experience will correct that. 
If the husbandman, disappointed at the delay 
which ensues before the blade breaks the soil, 
were to rake away the earth to examine if ger- 
mination were going on, he would have a poor 
harvest. He must have ‘long patience, till he 
receive the early and the latter rain.’ The win- 


‘ They 
Patience is of 
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genial bosom of the earth: the rains of spring 
must swell it, and the suns of summer mature it. 
So with you. It is the work of a long life t 
become a Christian. Many, O, many a time, 
are we tempted to say, ‘I make no progress at 
all. It is only failure after failure. Nothing 
grows.’ Now look at the sca when the flood 
is coming in. Go and stand by the sea-beach, 
and you will think that the ceaseless flux and re- 
flux is but retrogression equal to the advance. 
But look again in an hour’s time, and the whole 
ocean has advanced. Every advance has been 
beyond the last, and every retrograde move- 
ment has been an imperceptible trifle less than 
the end of hours, not minutes. And thisis Chris- 
the last. This is progress; to be estimated at 
tian progress. Many a fluctuation, many a back- 
ward motion, with a rush at times so vehement 
that all seems lost; but, if the eternal work be 
real, every failure has been a real gain, and the 
next docs not carry us so far back as we were 
before. Every advance is a real gain, and part 
of it is never lost. Both when we advance and 
when we fail, we gain. We are nearer to God 
than we were. The flood of spirit-life has oar- 
ried us up higher on the everlasting shores, 
where the waves of life beat no more, and its 
fluctuations end, and all is safe at last. ‘ This 
is the faith und patience of the saiuts.’” 
(To be continued.) 

Labor to purify thy thoughts; if thy thoughts 
are not ill, neither wil] thy actions be so.— 
Confucius. . 


From a Yearly Meetiny of Women Friends, held 
in Baltimore by adjournments from the 29th 
of Tenth month to the lst of Eleventh month, 
inclusive, 1266. 

To Phila. Yearly Meeting of Women Friends: 
Dear Sisters :— Under the eanopy of Heav- 

enly love, which we trust will continue to cover 

this assembly, we salute you, and hope that our 
great and good Shepberd may shelter you with 
us, and us with you, beneath his protecting 
care, and that his strong right arm, which has 
borne us through so many trials—more especi- 
ally within the last few years—may still be 
thrown about us, to guard from the many evils by 
which we are surrounded, all those who are de- 
pending on Him to bring their feet from the 
miry clay and establish them on the Rock of 

Ages. 

Your tender salutations of love came to us as 
the dew of Hermon to the parched wanderer of 
the desert, or a the Heaveao-dropped manna to 
the suffering Israelites, strengthening the poor 
feelings, and inciting us to mount as on eagle’s 
wings to win the goal of eternal salvation. 

We are often constrained to exclaim, Oh! for 
more faith, and a firmer reliance on his prom- 


ter frost must meow the seed lying in the jises, which are surely yea and amen forever; 
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and though when we behold the waste places in 
our Zion the language is presented, “ By whom 
shall Jacob arise, for he is very small,’’ yet in 
the inspired volume we are told, “ A little one 
shall become a thousand, aod a small onea strong 
nation ; 1, the Lord, will hasten it io his time ;” 
and we are thus comforted. Since the conven- 
iog of ourassembly, we have had much salutary 
advice from those whu minister daily at the 
altar of the Lord. Mothers have been coun- 
selled to greater watchfuluess; wives, sisters, 
daughters; each to greater diligence in every 
sphere of usefulness ; and the renewed promise 
is given, that “though a thousand sball fall at 
thy sile, and ten thousand at thy right hand, 
yet shall it not come nigh the devoted Mary’s, 


. who having chosen the better part, are waiting 


humbly at the Master’s feet, to hear the zracious 
words that proceed out of his mouth. We de- 
sire with you an increase of that faith which 
would enable us to press forward with couragé 
through seeming difficulties, knowing Him in| 
whom we trust, aud realizing that as thy day, 
thy strength shall be. | 
With a salutation of love we bid you farewell. 
Signed on behalf of the meeting by 
Mary G. Moors, Clerk. 
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command ; bat he did not deal sevevely with 
me. The same requirement was repeated by 
his successor, who, finding me firm in my re- 
sistence, the matter ended with a slight punish- 
ment. 

Among my acquaintance with pious people, 
some were considered as fathers in the church. 
{ am free to mentioa one particular, in which 
these well-disposed persons would have led me 
into religious exercises beyond my strength and 
experience, had not my Heavenly Father pre- 
served me. Private assemblies had existed be- 
fore my conversion ; and as some of the indi- 
viduals who frequented them.considered me a 
converted character, and possessed of some abil- 
ity, and a considerable knowledge of the Bible, 
they appointed me to exhort in their public as- 
semblies. But this dppeared to me such a se- 
rious matter that I could notaccept of it through 
the appointment of man; for, according to my 
conviction, I believed that the exercise ‘of such 
an office in the church required a divine apos- 
tolie call. 

I prayed earnestly for direction how to act, - 
and received, as-I believe, an intimation in my 
heart that | must dwell deeper in humility before 
the Lord, to receive power from on high. I 
continued to attend the meetings, but was not 
easy to be put forward to speak ia them at the 


The springs of everlasting life are within. instigation of others; yet when I felt the con- 
There ‘are clear streams gushing up from the | straining influence of the spirit, 1 uttered what 
depths of the soul, and flowing out to enliven was io my heart, mostly in a few words, and the i 


the sphere of outward existence. But, like the ; 
waters of Siloah, they “go softly.” You must | 
listen to catch the silvery tones of the little rill | 


Lord caused his blessing to rest upon them. 
I was entreated by ditferent sects and parties 
to join them in church fellowship ; but I could 


as it glides from its mountain home; you may | not feel freedom to unite myself exclusively to 
not wituess its silent march through the green | any religious body. I saw much in all of them 
vale, but its course will be seen in the fresh | with which I could not conscientiously unite ; 
verdure and the opening flowers; its presence | and was sometimes tempted to. absent myself 
will be known by the furms of life and beauty | from their assemblies altogether. But this did 
which gather around it. It is ever thus with ; not briog peace to my own mind ; i, therefore, 
the pure. You may not hear the “ still small | continued to meet with the people, and, as I be- 
voice,”’ or heed the silent aspiration ; but there | jieved myself called to minister among them, E 
isa moral influence and a holy power which yoU | was also called to imitate the example of our 
will feel. The wilderness is made to smile, ! preat High Priest, and patiently bear with the 
flowers of new life and beauty spring up and | failings of others, from a humiliating sense of 
flourish, while an- invisible presence breathes having many imperfections of my own. I may 
immortal fragrance through the spiritual atmos- | aye erred, in looking for too much perfection 


phere. 
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JOHANN RICKLI. 
(Continued from page 198.) 


in the members of Christ’s church on earth ; 
but I have ever found that to violate my re- 
ligious principles never failed to wound my con- 
science. 





Some time before the Revolution I was| When I sometimes looked at the corrupt state 
chosen director of the choir (chorrichter) in the | of professing Christendom, and contrasted it 
church, the performance of which office re- | with that love to God and purity of heart which 
quired an oath; but as the command in the} are essential to a right union of the chureb in 
New Testament—“ Swear not at all”—was|the Holy Head, the passage in the prophet 
weighty on my spirit, I could not take avy | Hosea appeared instructive to me,—* I will be- 
oath, but give my yea, yea, and my nay, nay.|troth thee unto me in righteousness, and in 
Such a declaration was at that time quite a new | judgment, and in loving kindness, and in mer- 
thing ; and the magistrate was greatly surprised | cies. I will even betroth thee unto me in faith- 
to find me determined to abide by the Scripture : fulness, aad thou shalt know the Lord.” 
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Christ with his church, and, consequently, with 
each individual member of it. The ground of 
this union is the unchanging loving kindness 
and righteousness of God, who requires that his 
judgment should pass on the transgressing na- 
ture, until the penitent receives pardoning 
mercy through Jesus Christ, the bridegroom of 


This language sets forth the close union of and it delighted our hearts to observe in their 








opening minds a desire after heavenly thimgs 
I had seen the error that many pious parents 
commit, in being more anxious to have their 
children well settled in outward circumstances, 
than for their religious welfare. For my own I 
sought not earthly riches. 

Through the help of Divine Grace we en- 


_ souls; who of God is “made unto us wisdom | deavored to discharge the relative duties towards 


and righteousness, and sanctification and re- 
demption.” 

Since the first of my awakening I have had 
to experience much of the righteous judgment 
of God, not only on the evil, but also on that 
which bore the semblance of yood, in order that 
it should be tried as gold in the fire. Earnest 
were my cries to the Father of Mercies, that the 
work of redemption might be perfected in me 
by the Spirit of my Redeemer ; and that my 
experience in the things of God might be real ; 
it was the substance that my sou! longed for; 
shadows coald no longer satisfy me. I saw 
with regret that professors rested too much in 
the outward form, without seeking after vital 
religion ; and that the soul once awakened had 
need to be doubly watchful, not to fall back 
into a state of ease and unwatchfulness. 

As the Holy Spirit that convicted me of sin 
in the days of my awakening continued to en- 
lighten and instruct me, I had precious open- 
ings regarding Christian doctrine. The Sorip- 
tures of the Old and New Testaments appeared 
to me in a new light; all in beautiful harmony 
connected together as one chain of Gospel 
Trath. I delighted to meditate on them, and 
to wait before God in silence; and longed that 
Christians in general might come to experience 
that blessed declaration—“ All thy children 
shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be 
the peace of thy children.” 

I became uneasy with my former method of 
rayer, whether from books or from what [ had 
earned by heart; and as I had heard speak of 

men who could pray through the aid of the 
Spirit, without the help of books, I earnestly 
desired to be enabled to do the same, when it 
was inwardly intimated to me: “Thou must 
first persevere in waiting before God. in the 
spirit of prayer.” After this experience, my 
words were few in vocal prayer, until the gift of 


supplication was enlarged in my heart; so that, 


I could pray for myself and family, and for the 
people in various circumstances, in a way that 
brought peace and comfort to my own soul. 

In the year 1800 commenced a new period in 
my history. Freed, in a great measure, from 
many of the persecutions to which I had long 
been subjected, trials of another nature awaited 
me; and arising, too, in a quarter from whence 
I-might have expected comfort. The children 
we had now living were five sons and four 
daughters; who, while young, were all hopeful ; 


them that devolved on usas parents; but when 
they came to be of an age to judge for them- 
selves, they cast off parental restraint, and gave 
way to temptation; their own wills became 
strong, and the spirit of the world took hold of 
their affections ; they stumbled at the cross of 
Christ ; and despising the lowly appearance of 
his followers, contracted habits detrimental to 
our outward circumstances, which, together 
with some other causes, brought us for awhile 
into pecuniary difficulties. As I was not con- 
scious of any wilful neglect on my part, I felt 
resigned to suffer all that my Heavenly Father 
might permit to befall me; and to His praise 
be it spoken, in the midst of judgment he re- 
membered mercy, and helped me through this 
long and painfully afflictive dispensation. 

After we had, in some measure, been deliv- 
ered froma long and painful state of perplexity, 
relating to our outward affairs, we believed it 
right to give ourselves up more entirely to the 
leadings of Providence, and to labor for the 
spréad of the Saviour’s kingdom ; but our dear 
children could not appreciate our motive ; they 
thought our manner of acting would militate 
against their worldly interest, and subject them 
to scorn and derision ; not having submitted to 
the transforming grace of God in the heart, 
they were not’ prepared to suffer for His sake. 
As we could not forfeit the approbation of our 
Heavenly Father, nor turn from the path into 
which He had led us to gain the good will of 
our children, we endeavored to commit them to 
Him who alone can change the heart—conver- 
sion is not the work of man, otherwise our dear 
children would not have remained unconverted. 
The sorrow of heart it cost us on their account 
none can tell but those who have passed through 
a like experience. . 

Many may think it strange that believing 
parents should have ungodly children. There 
was a time when I thought this almost impossi- 
ble; but experience. has convinced me to the 
contrary. So long as parents content themselves 
with an empty form of religion, and a cold mor- 
ality, pleasing to the old nature, things, as to a 
life of godliness, may go on smoothly in their 
family ; but when they obey the call, and take 
up the cross, deny themselves and follow their 
Saviour, and: earnestly press the same necessity 
upon the objects of their care, then comes the 
proof of their love and zeal to His cause. 

For fifteen years we experienced a close trial 
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of faith and patience on this account in our own 
children ; and it is the prayer of my soul that 


the mercy of God may be extended unto them 


and their offspring; and that they may experi- 
ence forgiveness of sins through: the blood of 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, and become pre- 
pared, through His grace, to inherit eternal 
life. 

On the first day of the year 1816, and near 
the 60th year of my age, in reviewing a long 
and eventful life, 1 had to admire the boundless 
love and mercy of the Lord, in that he had not 
east me off for my many wanderings from and 
unfaithfulness to him, but was still waiting to 
be gracious. Gratitude filled my heart; and I 
desired to renew my covenant, and to commit 
myself, my wife, and children, and all that con- 
cerned me, into the hands of my God and Sa- 
viour. Grant me, Heavenly Father, the neces 
sary wisdom to walk according to thy will. Pu. 
rify me from all evil, that whatsoever I do may 
tend to thy glory. LKnlighten and guide me by 
the Spirit of thy Son, who has bought me 
with his own blood. Give me childlike obedi- 
ence to follow thee faithfully. Grant me a new 
heart, that thy poor instrument may be enabled 
to speak of thy trath to the edification of the 
people, when assembled in thy name. Do thou, 
Lord, by thy own power, break the hard heart 
of sinners, that they may be converted unto 
thee. 

Since the year 1818 nothing very remarkable 
occurred in our outward, circumstances. My 
wife and I were favored to live, in our advanced 
age, in comparative happiness; despised and 
laughed at by the scoffers of religion, but re- 
spected and esteemed by those who loved the 
Saviour and his cause. We experienced the 
goodness of God both inwardly and outwardly ; 
thanks be to his great name ! 

My acquaintance would often try to persuade 
me that a Christian might enjoy, uninterrupt- 
edly, the gratifications of this world, and, at the 
same time, be heir to the kingdom of heaven ; 
an art that I could never learn, nor shall [ ever 
be uble to learn it, were it permitted me to live 
my course over again. If we love the world, 
the world will love its own; but let us remem- 
ber the. love of the world is enmity with God; 
and our blessed Lord himself said—“ If any 
man will come after me, let him deny himself, 
take up his cross and follow me.” 

I have now brought this imperfect sketch of 
my history to a close. It was undertaken in an 
advanced period of my life, at the request of 
many of my friends; and in thus presenting it 
to my brethren and sisters in Christ, I desire 
that the simple relation it contains, of the deal- 
ings of the Lord with an unworthy servant, may 
be applied by his Spirit, and blessed to the edi- 
fication of those who may read them. 

The 23d of November, 1827, in the 72d year 


of my age. “TI am crucified unto the world, 
and the world unto me.” 


Account of Johann Rickli’s last days, written 
by one of his friends. 

For a longtime I had much intercourse with 
Johann Rickli, and can testify that he and his 
wife were self-denying Christians; and de- 
voted their spiritual energies and much of their 
worldly substance to the good of their fellow- 
creatures, and for the promotion of the Saviour’s 
kingdom in the earth. Often have I been in- 
structed, when travelling with d. R., to ob- 
serve the remarkable influence his affectionate 
manner had in drawing souls unto God. Sv 
great was his love and warm his zeal for the 
holy cause in which he was engaged, that his 
abundant charity led him at times to bestow 
his love on objects who proved unworthy; and 
when occasionally thus deceived, he remarked, 
“T would rather that the Jove should be de- 
ceived than that I should live without love 
towards them. 

On our journeys together I occasionally re- 
marked, on seeing his bodily weakness, and his 
chéerful countenance—“ That it was his habit 
of inward retirement, in waiting before the 
Lord, that enabled him to endure the fatigue of 
travelling, aud the visits that he paid ;” and he 
always answered with yes and amen. On behalf 
of the truth, I can say that-his was a real con- 
version, and that his spirit co-operated with 
the Spirit of God, and enabled him to obtain 
one victory after another; and, through watch- 
fulness and prayer, he attained to great stead- 
fastuess in the life of religion, which, through 
grace, was evident to the end of his days. 

On the 14th of September, 1833, he under- 
took a journey with his wife to Shur, where he 
was to have spent some time, on a visit to their 
friends. But he had not been there many days 
when he received an impression that he must 
retura home, which he did, leaving his wife to 
prolong her visit; but she had soon to be sent 
for to her husband, who believed his time 
would not be long in this world. On the 29th 
he had held a meeting, which had been a time 
peculiarly blessed. This was his last journey, 
and it was one of much benefit to those souls 
who were permitted to enjoy his company ; but 
on account of his bodily weakness he was only 
able to visit a few of his friends. 

When he was asked if he had any fear of 
death, he replied, with joy, “No; I feel, 
thank God, that perfect love has cast out fear; 
but when the time of trial comes, | know not 
how it may be, all that I have is not my own; 
it belongs to the Lord my God, and is all of 

race.” 

October 3d he busied himself a little with 
some out-door work, but soon returned into the 
house, saying to his daughter he could work no 
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longer. He received a stroke, and fell on the 
floor. His daughter asking him if she should 
fetch the doctor, he replied— No; I have a 
Physician who wil! do all things well. Now I 
shail go home.” He comforted his sorrowing 
wife by telling her she would soon follow him. 
During his last illness she held him almost con. 
stantly by the hand, whereby it was remarked 
how this couple of seventy years loved one 
another in the Lord. 

He was called to his eternal rest October 4th, 
about ten o'clock in the evening, and interred 
on the 7th of the same month, 1823, at Gou- 
tenschroyl. 

May my life be like his life, and my 
his end ! 
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PHILADELPHIA, SIXTH MONTH 8, 1867. 


end like 
A. R. 


We must again remind our correspondents 
of.the necessity of curtailing obituary notices. 

New York YEARLY MeEtine.—We have 
received from a friend in attendance the follow- 
ing notice : 

“On Seventh-day, the 25th of Fifth month, 
the Meeting of Ministers and Elders convened 
at Friends’ Meeting-house at Rutherford Place 
and Fifteenth St. There were about the usual 
number in attendance from the various parts of 
the Yearly Meeting. Ministers present from 
other Yearly Meetings having minutes, were 
John Hunt, Mary A. Smith, Ann A. Town- 
send, Samuel J. Levick and Wm. Dorsey, from 
Philadelphia Yearly Meeting, and John Sear- 
ing, from Genesee; also Wm. Cornell and wife, 
Elders from the latter meeting, and John Haines 
and wife, members from New Jersey, and com- 
panions of Mary A. Smith, with minutes furn- 
ished by their respective Monthly Meetings. 
The meetings of this body were deeply inte- 
resting, and a committee was appointed to col- 
lect and place in a suitable form, for transmis- 
sion to its subordinate meetings, the exercises 
which had prevailed during the morning and 
afternoon sessions. Public meetings were held 
as usual at Fifteenth and Twenty-Seventh Sis., 
and also in the Meeting-house at Brooklyn, on 
First-day,—all of which were largely attended 
by Friends and others. 

Second:day morning, Friends assembled at 
10 o'clock, and, from the goodly number pre- 
sent, we might conclude that there were not a 


| or profit under Government. 
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few who are still concerned for the law and the 
testimony. Epistles were received from the 
Yearly Meetings of Friends with which this 
meeting corresponds, and were recorded as ac- 
ceptable, and committees were appointed to essay 
replies tothem. Men Friends were engaged in 
a spirited discussion, which was maintained in 
good feeling, on the propriety of discontinu- 
ing the custom of the subordinate meetings 
reporting to the Yearly Meetings the names of 
such members as accept or hold offices of trust 
The sense of the 
meeting on the question seemed to be decidedly 
adverse to any change of the preseut custom. 

The meetings on Third-day were engaged in 
considering the state of society as presented by 
the answering of the queries, and many testi+ 
monies were borne to the excellency of the 
Fundamental Principle of the Society and its 
efficiency to preserve all who are subjects of its 
holy influence in the path of rectitude and 
purity. The subject of education was intro- 
duced by a report from Nine Partnors Quarterly 
Meeting, in which a proposition was made to 
the Yearly Mecting to take under its care a 
school which had been recently established and 
that was now under the supervision of the 
Quarterly Mceting. A joint committee was 
appointed. to take the whole subject of edu- 
cation into consideration and report thereon 
The interest of a small fund in the 
possession of Women’s Yearly Meetiug was 
appropriated, as it has been for several years 
previously, to the purchase of Friends’ books for 
distribution in families and libraries where 
they may be needed. 


next year. 


Fourth-day morning, public meetings for 
worship were held. The afternoon was devoted 
to the consideration of some of the testimonies 
which Friends have been called in a peculiar 
maoner to bear. Much encouragement was 
given to the young to suffer the restraining in- 
fluence of Truth to operate upon their minds, 
in order that they may be preserved from the 
evils which are in the world, and be prepared to 
take the places of those who are now active in 
the support of these noble testimonies. 

On Fifth-day morning, Women’s meeting was 
visited by Samuel J. Levick. The importance 
of woman being awakened to a sense of the in- 
fluence which she should exert, and the danger 
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of lapsing into a state of ease and idleness, were 
feelingly brought into view. Young Friends, 
whose circumstances exempted them from the 
necessity of mach manual labor, were advised 
to seek out and assist by their own personal ex- 
ertions those who with limited means and fami- 
lies of ‘children* were overtaxed with care. 
They would thus realize that, in helping others, 
they themselves would be blessed; and they 
were assured by so doing they would reap a far 
richer reward thah by whiling away their pre- 
cious time in unprofitable reading. 


A proposition, originating in Men’s Meeting, 


and introduced by them to Women Eriends, to! 


appoint a committee to visit the Meetings be- 
longing to the Yearly Meeting of New York, 
was fully united with, and such a committee was 
appointed. 


Wm. Dorsey made a visit to Women’s Meet- 
ing in the afternoon; his service tended to 
strengthen the weak, encourage the young, and 
comfort the aged. 

Extracts and Epistles were directed to be 
printed and distributed. The Meeting closed 
on Sth day afternoon under a solemn covering.” 





Diep, on the 15th of Fifth month, 1867, Hero- 
PHILA, wife of Elisha Fawcett, in the 64th year of her 
age; @ valuable and useful member and elder of 
Plainfield Monthly Mecting, Belmont Co., Ohio. Her 


daily walk was that of a practical Coristian, whom |’ 


to krow was to love. 

—, in Eleventh month last, 1866, at his son-in- 
law’s, George Brown, Waynesville, Warren@Co., Obio, 
Gipgon ‘Davis, in his 87th year; a member of Plain- 
field Monthly Meeting, Belmont Co, Ohio. It may 
truly be said of him that be was an honest man in 
the highest sense of the word. 

——, at Rockwood, near Wilmington, Del., on the 
9th of Fifth month, 1867, Josep Surpuey, in his 72d 
year. 

——, on the 20th of Fourth month, 1867, near 
Pughtown, Chester Co., Pa., Ayn P. Haut, aged 83 
years. 

——, in Green Co., Ohio, on the 29th of Twelfth 
month, 1866, Annie. Lipa, daughter of Levi W. and 
Eileo Oldham, aged 5 years and 8 months; a mem- 
ber of Green Plain Monthly Meeting. The death of 
this dear child was caused by a burn, and her gx- 
treme suffering was borne with patience and resig- 
nation. 

——, in Green City, Ohio, on the 6th of Fifth 
month, 1867, after a long and painful illness of over 
five years, which he bore with much resignation and 
cheerfulness, Levi W. Ocowam, io his 38th year; a 
member of Green Plain Monthly Meeting. Before 
his close he expressed his entire willingness to meet 
the final change, saying he was only waiting. the 
time of release. 

——, at Richmond, Ind., on the 27th of Fourth 
month, 1867, by congestion of the brain, Josern P 
Laws, son of John M. and Joanna P. Laws, aged 35 


years. And on the 24th of Fifth month, 1867, of 
apoplexy, Joun M. Laws, io his 65th year. 

——, on the 27th of Fifth month, 1867, Samvurn 
Arxinsoy, M.D., in bis 69th year; a member of Green 
St. Monthly Meeting. 

, on the 31st of Fifth month, 1867, JoserniNe, 
youngest daughter of Joseph and Sarah G. Chapman, 
aged 12 months. 





ae me 
The Committee of Management of the Library As- 
sociation of Friends will meet on Fourth-day even- 
ing, Sixth month 12th, at.8 o’clock. 
Jacos M. Exuts, Clerk. 


Fourth Annual Re Union of Friends’ Social 
Lyceum on the Grounds of Swarthmore 
College 
Friends’ Social Lyceum of Philadelphia propese 

holding their “Re-Union” on Seventh-day, Sixth 

month 15th, 1867. Ifthe weather should prove un- 
favorable, it will take place on Seventh-day follow- 
lng, Sixth mouth 22d. 

The cars leave Thirty-first and Chestnut Streets, 
West Philadelphia. at 7.15. 9 (special train,) 11 A.M., 
and 2.30 P M. Hours for returning to be announced 
on the grounds. 

Those residing along the line of the Baltimore 
Central and West Chester Railroads will arrive and 
depart by the regular trains,—all of which stop at 
Westdale Station on that day. 

Friends not desirous of connectirg with other 
roads on returning from the grounds are invited to 
remain until the 8 P.M. train, and enjoy a moonlight 
ride to the city, as arrangements with the railroad 
have been made for that purpose. 

Excursion Tickets, Adults, 60 cis., Children, 35 cts., 
may be had at Parrish’s Pharmaé@y, 800 Arch St., or 
of the Committee, on the day of the excursion, at the 
Depot and on the several trains. Corresponding 
rates from other points. 

Io the eveut of rain, ample ebelter will be afforded 
by the College buildings. 

Cnuartrs A. Dixon, Mary S. Hitizory, 

JoserH M. Truman Jr., Anna M. Hunt, 

Cuaries M. Tay.or, Lizziz R. Cooper, 
Committee on Arrangenents. 

Ncte.—To prevent tbe overcrowding (and conse- 
quent risk) attendant on the 9 o’clock (special) train, 
it is hoped that as many of our friends as possible 
will ayail themselves of the 7.15 traifi. 

_—_—> <9 

EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES OF THE LATE 

Yearty Meetina or WomeEN FRIENDS, 


HELD IN PHILADELPHIA. 


At a Yearly Meeting of Women Friends, 
held in Philadelphia, by adjournments, from 
the 13th of 5th month to the 17th of the same, 
inclusive, 1867. ; 

*Reports were received from all our constitu- 
ent Quarterly Meetings, also from the Half- 
year’s Meeting of Fishing Creek ; and the Re- 
presentatives, upon being called, were present, 
except ten. For the absence of six, sufficient 
reasons were assigned. 

Minutes for Friends in attendance from other 
Yearly Meetings were read: for Rachel C. Til- 
ton, a minister from Purchase Monthly Meet- 
ing, and for Avice Porter, an elder from Green- 
field and Neversink Monthly Meeting, held at 
Neversink. 
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A proposition was received from Concord 
Quarterly Meeting relative to some change in 
the } iscipline respecting Women’s Meetings, 
and, after deliberation, the appointment of a 
Semaine to consider the subject was united 
with. 

Epistles from our sisters of New York, Bal- 
timore, and Ohio Yearly Meetings were read. 
Their contents were like refreshing streams 
from the Fountain of divine Love, and renewed 
our conviction that they who love the Lord love 
one another. . 

To assist the Clerks in collecting the exer- 
am of the Meeting, a committee was appoint- 
ed. 

The Representatives were desired to confer 
together at the rise of the Meeting, in order to 
propose to the afjernoon sitting the names of 
suitable Friends to serve as Clerk and Assist- 
ant Clerk the present year. 

Afternoon.—Catharine P. Foulke, on behalf 
of the Representatives, reported they were 
united in proposing for the consideration of the 
Meeting, the names of Elizabeth K. Eastburo 
for Clerk, and Edith W. Atlee for Assistant 
Clerk ; who, being sep rately considered, were 
united with, and they appointed to those ser- 
vices, Mary 8. Lippincott and Mary H. Child, 
having long, served the meeting acceptably, 
were released. 

Minutes for Friends if attendance from other 
Yearly Meetings were read: 

For David H. and Naomi Barnes, Ministers 
from Purchase Monthly Meeting; Alexander 
J. Coffin, a Minister from the Monthly Meet- 
ing held at Poughkeepsie, N. Y., and endorsed 
by Nine Partners Quarterly Meeting; Mellis 
8. Tilton, an Elder and companion for his wife 
Rachel C. Tilton, from Purchase Monthly Meet- 
ing, State of New York. 

An Epistle from Genesee Yearly Meeting 
of Women Friends, held at Pickering, Ca- 
nada West, was read, to our comfort and edifi- 
cation. 

To essay replies to our sisters with whom we 
correspond, a committee was appointed. 

A committee was appointed to examine and 
settle the Treasurer’s account, and bring for- 
ward the name of a Friend to serve as Treasurer, 


—Martha Dodgson having requested to, be re- 
leased. 


We are informed by a deputation from Men’s 
Meeting that they had considered the proposi- 
tion introduced by Philadelphia Quarterly Meet- 
ing last year, and referred to this Meeting, and 
that way did not open in their Meeting to make 
the proposed change ; _ have therefore dis- 


missed the subject from their Minutes. This 
Meeting, after a free expression of sentiment, 
acquiesced in their judgment. 

nformation having been received from Men’s 
Meeting that they had appointed a committee 
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tofconsider the proposition introduced from Con- 
cord Quarterly Meeting, a committee was ap- 
pointed to unite with them, and report to a fa- 
ture sitting. 

Third-day— Morning.—The first, second and 
third Queries, with their Answers, were read and 
deliberately considered. Much concern was ex- 
pressed that greater faithfulness should be 
manifest. 

In considering the first Query, through much 
affectionate counsel and earnest exhortation we 
were reminded of the importance of attending 
all our religious meetings, and especially those 
in which only the few are usually gathered. 

We were encouraged, by reading the Answers 
to the second and third Queries, in the evi- 
dence of an increasing concern to observe the re- 
quisitions contained therein. 

Afternoon.—The fourth, fifth, sixth and sev- 
enth Queries and Answers were read and 
weightily considered. Much exercise prevailed 
on account of the education of our children from 
under the care of Friends. 

Fourth-day— Morning.—The eighth Query, 
and its Answers, were read, and much concern 
expressed in regard to dealing with offenders. 
We were reminded that, in many instances, if 
a judicious care had been timely exercised, trans- 
gressions of our Discipline might have been pre- 
vented. é 

The second Annual Query and its Answers 
were also read, and left for further delibera- 
tion. 

Afternoon.—We had an acceptable visit from 
our friends David H. Barnes and. John D. 
Wright, whose labors of love were gratefully re- 
ceived. 

In again entering upon the consideration of 
the secogd Annual Query, the condition of 
schools throughout this Yearly Meeting was re- 
ported, and in some neighborhoods, the number 
of children in attendance. 

The schools under the eare of Green St. 
Monthly Meeting, Philadelphia, and also Darby 
Monthly Meeting, Pa., are free to the children 
who are members of those Meetings. 

The committee named to examine and settle 
the Treasurer’s account reported that they found 
it correct, and proposed the name of Esther 
Bancroft to serve as Treasurer. The Meeting 
uniting, she was appointed to the service. © 

Fifth-day—Afternoon.—The joint commit 
tee of men and women Friends appointed to 
consider the subject introduced from Concord 
Quarterly Meeting, relative to a revision of the 
Discipline respecting Women’s Meetings, re- 
ported that ‘they all met, and, on considering 
the subject, way did not open to adopt the pro- 
position, fearing that its tendency would be 
rather to separate than to unite Men’s and Wo- 
men’s Meetings.” After deliberation, unity 
was expressed with the adoption of the report, 


























































Se 


ry, 
ern 
ers. 
1, if 
1ns- 
pre- 


vers 
era- 


rom 
De 
y re- 


n of 
1 of 
is Te- 
uber 


St. 
darby 
dren 


settle 
‘ound 
sther 
eting 


nmit- 
ed to 
neord 
of the 
8, Te- 
lering 
@ pro- 
ld be 
i Wo- 
unity 


eport, 





FRIENDS’ 





INTELLIGENCER. 219 





and infortnation was received of the same judg- 
ment of Men’s Meeting. 

Our friends George Truman and James Mott 
paid us an acceptable visit. 

Epistles were produced by the committee ap- 
pointed for the service, two of which were read 
and united with. 

Sizxth-day.— Epistles to our sisters of Ohio, [n- 
diana and Baltimore Yearly Meetings were read, 
and, with some slight alterations, united with. 

Selected Minutes of the proceedings of the 
Representative Committee or Meeting for Suf- 
ferings were read, giving interesting informa- 
tion of its labors with the legislative depart- 
ment of Governwent relatiog to military requi- 
tition from our members, and the treatment of 
the Indians; which introduced the Meeting 
into deep feeling, especially on account of the 
present condition of the tribes now suffering 
from an exterminatory war. And it was be- 
lieved that if this Society had continued the in- 
terest formerly manifested, some of the causes 
for the hostilities of these people might have 
been prevented. 

The following Minute, embracing some of the 
exercises of this Meeting; was read and united 
with. 

"We have been favored, during the sittings of 
this Yearly Meeting, to realize the cementing 
influence of Divine Love, and we can, with hu- 
mility, acknowledge that, under this influence, 
the various subjects presented to us for consid- 
eration have been reviewed with harmony and 
condescension. 

The reports from the Quarterly Meetings 
give encouraging evidence that our members 
appear increasingly concerned to live in accord- 
ance with the important requisitions contained 
in the Queries, though deficiencies are still ap- 
parent. Much impressive counsel has been 
given for continued labor to remove all obstruc- 
tions to the growth and fruitfulness of the seed 
of Truth in the vineyard of the heart. 

We were reminded that these Queries, in 
their daily practical fulfilment by the members 
of our Society, might be compared to “ the tree 
of life, which bore twelve manner of fruit, and 
yielded its fruit every month, and the leaves of 
the tree'were for the healing of the nations.” 

We were exhorted not to neglect the attend- 
ance of our Religious Meetings—especially 
those in which the few only may be expected to 
gather. Such meetings were compared to the 
“ small rills which feed the larger streams,’’ and 
if these fail, the larger ones must decrease. 

The recommendation was also given that 
the small meetings should be remembered and 
more frequently visited in Gospel love; as the 
company ofa Friend thus drawn, would be cheer- 
ing and encouraging to those who feel oftimes 
lonely and desolate, even should not a word be 
spoken in outward ministry. 


A concern prevailed that, in the administra” 
tion of the discipline in relation to offenders» 
Friends should move under the influence and 
power of restoring love, by which, impartial 
care, irrespective of personal considerations, 
would be-exercised, and also private labor ex- 
tended, before the case claimed the attention of 
the Meeting. 

It was believed that if Christian Love were 
the ruling feeling with those who are seldom 
absent from their meetings, they would seek 
out and visit those who are apparently luke- 
warm and indifferent in respect to this duty; 
and, by thus entering into feeling, and mani- 
festing sympathy with them, obstructions might 
often be removed, and the bond of unity among 
our members be strengthened. The injunction 
was revived, “ Bear ye one another’s burdens.” 

The importance of the testimony in relation 
to a free Gospel Ministry was impressively pre- 
sented to our view, and we were tenderly coun- 
selled not to give aid nor influence towards up- 
holding the system of a salaried ministry, which, 
we believe, is in opposition to the teaching and 
exanfple of Christ. 

The cubject of the Education of the Youth of 
our Society was interestingly introduced by 
reading the second Annual Query with the re- 
ports from each Quarterly Meeting, showing 
that we have forty-three schools, under the care 
of committees appointed either in the Prepara- 
tive or Monthly Meetings, mostly taught by 
members. The teachers and pupils generally at- 
tend Mid week Meetings. 

Friends were recommended, to establish 
schools, as advised in the query, and if Monthly 
Meetings cannot support such schools, it was 
considered to be the duty of the Quarterly 
Meetings to aid their constituent branches in 
such efforts, and that in no case should Friends 
be dependent upon the public fund for the edu- 
cation of their children. . 

The importance of training the flexible minds 
of children in the right direction was impres- 
sively brought into view, and we were reminded 
that, if we did not cultivate and provide for the 
literary taste of the young, they would seek 
mental food for themselves in the popular litera- 
ture of the present day, much of which is not 
only unsuited for the elevation of the mind, but 
iss also adverse to the testimonies which the 
members of our Society should be concerned to 
uphold and promulgate. 

Much tender counsel was given to mothers in 
relatiou to their solemn responsibilities. 

They were encourgged to impress upon the 
tender minds of the children the importance of 
a continual dependence upon our Heavenly Fa- 
ther, by frequently gathering them, and waiting 
in silence to receive the blessing of His love, 
which will cement the hearts of all, and give 
ability to realize the continued evidence of Hig 
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fuperiotending care. Also, not to neglect the 


A deep interest was evinced in the ‘condition 


frequent readiog of the Scriptures and the|of the Freedmen in our country, and a desire 
writings of our early Friends, relating to their | to aid and elevate them for usefulness. It was 


sufferings and earnest labor, the benefits of 
which we are now experiencing. ~ It was be- 
lieved that if parents were thus concerned, our 
youth would not be so often absent from their 
religious meetings. 

The daily evidence of delinquency in relation 
to the observance of the plain language, by our 
members, and also the tendency to fullow the 
varying customs of the world in. dress aud 
amusements, occasioned deep concero, aud we 
were solemaly warned against the enervating, 
enslaving influence of Fushion, which sometimes 
becomes an idol, and receives the homage due 
alone to the Creator. 

In the government of children, we were af- 
feetionately advised carefully to refrain from 
harsh measures, or evidence, by word or action, 
that love was not the prompter of our actions. 

Also, that we.should set a watch upon our 
lips, lest, by some unguarded words, a wrong 
impression of the character of an individual 
might be formed ia the susceptible, inquiring 
mind of the child. 

We were exhorted not to offer the temptation 
of intoxicating beverages in social circles, re- 
memberivg our influence and accountabilty to- 
wards our brothers and associates in relation to 
this great evil that is annually bringing thon- 
sands and tens of thousands to an untimely 
grave. > 

Qur duties in relation to those employed as 
assistants in our families were alluded to, and 
we were encouriged to manifest a kind regard 
fur them, and endeavor to lighten their labors, 
remembering the obligations are mutual. We 
were also advised to inculcate iv our little chil- 
dren @ consideration for this class; they should 
not forget, while receiving attentions and ser- 
vices, something was also due from them. B 
this care it was believed children would be in- 
troduced into a profitable participation in do- 
mestic employments. 

The solemn importance of the matrimonial 
covenant was impressively presented, and ear- 
nest exbortation was given that Divine direc- 
tion and approval might be fervently sought be- 
fore enteriug upon this sacred obligation. 

In review of our responsibilities, on account 
of abundant favors and blessings, we were im- 
pressively called upon to manifest our grati- 
tude by fruits in our daily life; and mothers 
were solemuly reminded that although deep 
sadness covered the heart if a beloved child 
was taken from the family circle by death, much 
greater wag the cause fur sorrow in beholding 
evidences that the life of the good seed was 
becoming weakened, and its growth obstructed, 

by the captivating, hindering things of the 
world. 





| 


believed that a blessing will rest upon those 
who have sacrificed the comforts of their homes 
to go into the South land to instruct these 
people. : 

‘One encouraging feature, conspicuously 
manifested duriog the several sittings of this 
Yearly Meeting, was the general acknowledg- 
ment to the efficacy of the Divine gift, or life of 
God in the soul, as sufficient to redeem man 
from evil, and keep him in a state of acceptance. 

We were reminded that on the barren moun- 
tains of an empty profession there is nothing to 
feed or sustaia our spiritual wants, and were 
affectionately invited to come down into the 
valley of humiliation, where the verdure is green, 
and where the Great Shepherd causeth his 
sheep and tender lambs t» rest at noon-duy, 
and be refreshed by the pure water of life. 

Many hearts among the mothers went forth 
to welcome the large attendance of our young 
Friends, and the belief was felt and expressed 
that there was among them an increased inter- 
est in the blessed testimonies of Truth, as con- 
nected with our profession. 

The Gospel labors of Friends with us from 
other Yearly Meetings were as refreshing 
streams by the way: 

In reftembrance of all favors received, we de- 
sire to unite in grateful aspirations, and humbly 
ask our Heavenly Father fur his continued pre- 
servation. 

Exeter Monthly Meeting informs, it is con- 
cluded to hold that Meeting at 2, P. M., uutil 
thé first of Eleventh months 

Fishing Creek. The time for holding Roar- 
ing Creek Monthly Meeting at Berwick, in the 
Eleventh month, has been changed from the 
usual time to the Seventh-day following, at 2 
o'clock, P. M. The time for holding the Half- 
year’s Meeting for Ministers and Hiders has 
been changed from 5 to 3 o'clock, P. M. 

The quotas are to be forwarded us usual. 

Having been favored to transact the business 
of this Meeting with harmony and condescen- 
sion, we conclude, to meet at the same time next 
year, if consistent with the Divine will. 

Extracted from the Minutes, by 

Evizaseta K. Easteurn, Clerk. 








HOW TO LIVE. 


A wealthy gentleman of Boston, several years 
ago, gave the editor of the Worcester Palladium 
a short narration of his own experience. He 
had an income of $10,000 a year, (a large sum 
then, but not considered so now,) a house in 
town, and a country-seat a few miles out. He 
had several children, a coach, fine horses and 
a driver; and took pleasure in riding every day 
with his children. 
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One day, when riding, the thought struck him 
that each one of his children would expect to 
have a fine house, and coach; and horses and 
driver, as their father had before them, and to 
live as he lived; and if they did not, they 
would be unhappy. He did not think that all 
of them could have things as he had them, or 
live as he was living; and he rode home, sent 
his coach and horses to market and sold them ; 
bought a cheap carry-all, and became his own 
driver. . 

With emphasis he declared that no amount 
of wealth could induce him to return to his for- 
mer mode of living, for if any of his chidren 
should chance to be poor, as in all probability 
some of them would be, they should not suffer 
in their feelings by the reflection that their 
father rode in his coach while they had to rough 
it on foot. The example he gave them afford- 


ed him a satisfaction greater than his wealth | Rain during some portion of 


had to bestow.—Friends’ Review. 





TRUST IN GOD. 


I long for household voices gone, 
For vanished smiles I long; 

Bat God hath led my dear ones on, 
And He can do no wrong. 


I know not what the fature hath 
Of marvel or surprise, 

Assured alone that life and death 
His mercy underliés. 


7 
And if my heart and flesh are weak 
To bear an untried pain, 
The bruised reed he will not break, 
But strengthen and sustain. 


And so beside the silent sea 
I wait the muffled oar; 

No harm from Him can come to me 
On ocean or on shore. 


I know not where His islands lift 
Their fronted palms in air; 

I only know I cannot drift 
Beyond His love and care. 


And oh, dear Lord, by whom are seen 
Tbe creatures as they be, 
Forgive me if too close I lean 
My boman heart on thee! 
—___—_—_- +4en— 


Selected. 
. FOR THE CHILDREN, 


Come stand by my knee, little children, 
Too weary for laughter or song; 

The sports of the daylight are over, 
And evening is creeping along; 

The snow-fields are white in the moonlight, 
The winds of the winter are chill, 

Bat under the sheltering roof-tree 
The fire shineth ruddy and still. 


Yon sit by the fire, little children, 
Your cheeks are ruddy and warm; 
But out in the cold of the wiater 
Is many a shivering form. ; 
There ere mothers that wander for shelter, 
And babes that are pining for bread ; 
O! thank the dear Lord, little children, 
From whose tender hand you are fed. 


Come look in my eyes, little children, 
And tell me, through all the long day, 
Have you thought of the Father above us, 
Who guarded from evil our way? 
He heareth the cry of the sperrow, 
And careth for great and fur small; 
In lifeand in death, litue children, 
His love is the truest of all. 
Now go to your rest, little children, 
And over your innocent sleep, 
Unseen by your vision, the angels 
Their watch through the darkness shall-keep. 
Then pray that the Shepherd who guideth 
The lambs that he loveth so well, 
May lead yon, io life’s rosy morning, 
Beside the still waters to dwell. 
cnajescicelgaliiatinhiabeattig 
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REVIEW OF THE WEATHER, 4&0. 
FIFTH MONTH. 
























1866. 1867. 
the 24 hours, .........s0ceeees 6 days. 9 days. 
Rain all or nearly all day,..) 3 8 « 
Snow, (very few flakes.).... e es 
Cloudy, without storms,......, 10 “ s « 
Clear,as ordinarily accepted} 12 “ 10 “ 
31 “ 31 “ 
TEMPERATURE, RAIN, DEATHS, 
ac. 1866. - 1867. 
Mean temperature of 5th 
month per Penna. Hospital,/61.37 deg./59.44 deg. 
Highest do. during month |82.00 “ (86.00 “ 
Lowest do. do. do. 42.00 “ 138.50 & 
Rain during the month.,......| 4.68 in 7.32 in. 
Deaths during the montb, 
being for 4 current weeks 
for CaCh Year...cccccsrereeee-| 1053 1213 


Average of the mean temperature of 5th 
month for the past seventy-eight years|62.64 deg. 
Highest mean of do. during that entire 
Period, 1802—1826........000 sssesseeesecees 
Lowest do. do. do. 





SPRING TEMPERATURES. 

Mean temperature of the three Spring 

MOS, Of 1866......c.-ccccereeseseeseresseeeeree [61.37 deg. 
Mean do do do do 

months of 1867...........+ 0 esentccwecsess(OGae © 
Average of the Spring temperature for 

the past seventy-eight years........... +-+-/50.90 
Highest Spring mean occurring during 

that entire period, 1826, ... 0. s..0«0 55.00 * 
Lowest do. do. do. 

1799, 1846. ....ccccccccccccccce. cocccccececcees 46.00 


COMPARISON OF RAIN. 

18664, 1867, 
First month ........ccccesesseeeee | 3.14 inch | 1.70 inch. 
Second month.......ccccerccone | 6.61 “& 2.89 
Third month........cccccccocreee | 215 “ 15.46 & 
Fourth Month sovcrees ceresreeee | 2.93 “ | 1.81 & 
(2 eee re eee 








Totals ...cccccecccccccocce | 19.51 & 19.18 “ 


On the 3d inst. we had heavy frost in this vicinity, 
killing many of the early vegetables, while on ‘the 
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25th frost was reported all along the line of the 
Pennsylvania Rail Road. 

In reply to several queries made of Dr. Conrad of 
the Pennsylvania Hospital, he politely gives the fol- 
lowing information: “ We have had an unusual 
amount of rain, and only exceeded in any corres- 
pending month by that of May, 1864, which then 
amounted to 8.68 inches. The average amount for 
May is about 4inches, The temperature was three 
degrees below the average, and the same as the year 
1861, while 1838, 41, 42, 49, 50, and 58 were all 
colder, but only one month during which more rain 


fell. 
4 Philada., 6th mo. 3d, 1867. J. M. Exuis. 





Extracts from “ Inaugural Address of Joun 
. Sruart Mitt,” delivered to the University of 
St. Andrews,* Scotland. 
(Continued from page 207.) 


Much more might be said respecting classi- 
cal instruction, and literary cultivation in gen- 
eral, as a part of liberal education. But it is 
time to speak of the uses of scientific instruc- 
tion: or rather its indispensable necessity, for 
it is recommended by every consideration which 
pleads for any high order of intellectual educa- 
tion at all. 

The most obvious part of the value of scien- 
tific instruction, the mere information that it 
gives, speaks for itself. We are born jnto a 
world which .we have not made; a world whose 
phenomena take place according to fixed laws, 
of which we do not bring any knowledge into 
the world with us. In such a world we are ap- 
pointed to live, and in it all our work is to be 
done. Our whole working power depends on 
knowing the laws of the world—in other words, 
the prepectes of the things which we have to 
work with, and to work among, and to work 
upon. We may and do rely, for the greater 
part of this knowledge, on the few who, in each 
department, make its acquisition their main 
business in life. But unless an elementary 
knowledge of scientific truths is diffused among 
the public, they never know what is certain 
and what is not, or who are entitled to speak 
with authority and who are not: and they 
either have no faith at all in the testimony of 
science, or are the ready dupes of charlatans 
and impostors, They alternate between igno- 
rant distrust, and blind, often misplaced, confi- 
dence. Besides, who is there who would not 
wish to understand the meaning of the common 
parent facts that take place under his eye? 

ho would not wish to know why a pump raises 
water, why a lever moves heavy weights, why it 
is hot at the tropics and cold at the poles, why 
the moon is sometimes dark and sometimes 
bright, what'is the cause.of the tides? Do we 
not feel that he who is totally ignorant of these 
things, let him be ever so skilled in a special 

* St. Andrews is a parish and seaport city of Scot- 


land, on the east coast of Fifeshire. Its University 
is:the oldest in Scotland, founded in 1411. 





profession, is not an educated man but an igno- 
ramus? It is surely no small part of education 
to put us in intelligent possession of the most 
important and.most universally interesting facts 
of the universe, so that the world which sur- 
rounds us may not be a sealed book to us, un- 
interesting because unintelligible. This, how- 
ever, is but the simplest and most obvious part 
of the utility of science, and the part which, if 
neglected in youth, may be the most easily 
made up for afterwards. It is more important 
to understand the value of scientific instruction 
as a training and disciplining process, to fit the 
intellect for the proper work of a human being. 
Facts are the materials of our knowledge, but 
the mind itself is the instrument: and it is 
easier to acquire facts, than to judge what they 
prove, and how, through the facts which we 
know, to get to those which we want to know. 
The most incessant occupation of the human 
intellect throughout life is the ascertainment of 
truth. We are always needing to know what is 
actually true about something or other. It is 
not given to us all to discover great general 
truths that are a light to all men and to future 
generations; though with a better general edu- 
cation the number of those who could do so 
would be far greater than it is. But we all re- 
quire the ability to judge between the conflict- 
ing opinions which are offered to us as vital 
truths ; to choose what doctrines we will receive 
in the matter of religion, for example ; to judge 
whether we ought to be Tories, Whigs, or Radi- 
cals, or to what length it is our duty to go with 
each ; to form a rational conviction on great 
questions of legislation and internal policy, and 
on the manner in which our country should be- 
have to dependencies and to foreign nations. 
And the need we have of knowing how to dis- 
criminate truth, is not confined to the larger 
truths. All through life it is our most press- 
ing interest to find out the trath about all the 
matters we are concerned with. If we are 
farmers we want to find what will truly improve 
our soil; if merchants, what will truly influ- 
ence the markets of our commodities ; if judges, 
or jurymen, or advocates, who it was that truly 
did an unlawful act, or to whom a disputed 
right truly belongs. Every time we have to 
make a new resolution or alter an old one, in 
any situation in life, we shall go wrong unless 
we know the truth about the facts on which 
our resolution depends. Now, however differ- 
ent these searches for truth may look, and how- 
ever unlike they are in their subject-matter, the 
methods of getting at truth, and the tests of 
truth, are in all cases much the same. There 
are but two roads by which truth can be dis- 
covered : observation, and reasoning: observa- 
tion, of course, including experiment, We all 
observe, and we all reason, und therefore more 
. or less successfally, we all ascertain truths : but 
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most of us do it very ill, and could not get on at 


all were we not able to fall back on otLers who 
do it better. If we could not do it ia any de- 
gree, we should be mere instruments in*the 
hands of those who could : they would be able to 
reduce us to slavery. Then how shall we best 
learn todo this? By being shown the way in 


gelhood.” She would be doing what thousands 
of the very best of our sex are giving life and 
strength todo. In thousands of homes these 
same “‘ best of women” would value her (if she 
deserved it) asa faithful sister. Bat suppose 
a frivolous mother wants some one upon whose 
shoulders to cast the duties irksome to herself, 


which*it has already been successfully doue.j#and who is entirely content to give up those 
The processes by which truth is attained, rea- | cares to an ignorant foreigner; is the labor in- 
soning, and observation, have been carried to  trinsically any the lesg high and holy? Ia 
their greatest known perfection in the physical | such a situation she would be using her gifts 
sciences. As classical literature furnishes the | and knowledge, eminently “for others,” with a 
most perfect types of the art of expression, so | further reach and a more powerful leverage, if 
do the physical sciences those of the art of | with a narrower field, than from the recitation- 
thinking. Mathematics, and its application to} room of a high school; and if she has had the 
astronomy and natural philosophy, are the most | good sense once to have accepted the lower po- 
complete example of the discovery of truths by | sition, how can she hesitate to fill it again till 


" reasoning; experimental science of their dis-.| she finds her true level? .It cannot be long. 


covery by direct observation. In all these | Every one, sooner or later, finds his or her place: 
cases we know that we can trust the operation, | and by the allotments of Providence, the work 
because the conclusion to which it has led have | that God has best fitted him or her todo. It 
been found true by subsequent trial. It is by|is not wise for any young person to imagine 


the etmdy of these, then, that we may hope to | that society will appreciate their right-minded 


quafiff ourselves for distinguishing truth, in 
cases where there do not exist the same ready 
means of verification. 

(To be continued.) 





WAY NOT SAY THIS? 


Not to dwell on the mistakes of the past, the 
question is, ‘“ How shall the young lady appli- 
cant reccive immediate compensation for some 
kind of labor?” In this respect she is just 
where young men of education and ability find 
themselves every day—brought close to the al- 
ternative of accepting for a time humble labor 
or none at all. ‘'o our Western cities and 
towns come scores of young men, who cheer- 
fully undertake labors which at their Eastern 
homes would be exceedingly distasteful, if they 
did not scorn them altogether, because they feel 
themselves qualified fora higher grade of work. 
And does any one give them credit for great 
magnanimity ? Does any one think they are 
anything more than manly in accepting with- 
out a murmur the hardness of the situation? 
So, for the educated young woman, one single 
half-hour spent in reverie over the rewards that 
cultivated powers and high attainments ought 
to bring is so much time worse than lost. If 
she is so unfortunate as to be in debt, she should 
accept the very first situation that offers, pro- 
vided she can fill it honestly. 

Domestic service receives the best pay, ex- 
acts the lightest duties, and offers the most 
wholesome variety of exercise of any depart- 
ment of female labor. To be a cook, though, 
requires more than book knowledge can give. 
But her education joined with the maternal in- 
stinct which most women possess, would fit her 
for the holiest of duties, the care of children. 
To spurn such a place is simply to “ decline an- 


intentions, their holy resolves, their noble self- 
denials; all these are measured only-by the 
“ Father who seeth in secret.” Society pays 
for what it gets in tangible acts, often grudging- 
ly. If you accomplish anything for society, it 
recognizes you when it is obliged to do so, and 
pays you atits own time. But with God the 
reward is sure ; and the very humblest labor is 
holy, dignified and angelic according to the 
spirit in which it is performed. Let young wo- 
men who meet these struggles help themselves, 
and others in like circumstances, by creating a 
better public sentiment, by constantly insisting 
upon the justness of receiving aa equal remu- 
neration to that awarded to young men for la- 
bor of an equal quality, and, lastly, by filling 
every situation with the dignity of conscien- 
tious faithfulness. 

All this I would say to my younger sisters 
with the utmost tenderness, fully remembering 
how hard it is to struggle against the errors of 
our false education, and fully measuring the 
difficulties and perplexities by which they are 
surrounded. Had such counsel been given to 
me twenty years ago, it would have been a mine 
of blessing, by God’s favor, in strengthening 
my heart.—N. Y. Independent. 


OXYGEN. 

Oxygen, in its native condition, is a gas or 
air. It floats freely in the atmosphere, forming, 
by measure, above one-fifth of the whole, and 
by weight a much larger proportion. It is the 
vital principle in the air,—that which supporss 
both life and flame; the support of each of 
which is more nearly allied to each other (as 
we shall see ere long) than most people think. 
But though it floats freely in the air, oxygen 
is never found there alone. If it were so, flame 
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and life would burn with too much energy and 
rapidity. It is always diluted with another 
aseous element, called nitrogen, in the propor- 
fion of twenty one parts of the former to seven- 
ty-vine of the latter. There are also small 
and varying quantities of other gases and va- 
.pors in the air; but these quantities of its chief 
components are always constant, whether the 
air be light or heavy, expanded or compressed. 
Oxygen exists also abundantly in water. There 
it is not free, but chemically combined or unit- 
ed with hydrogen; two elements thus com- 
bined always forming a very different substance 
from what either of them is alone. Oxygen 
will. mix with hydrogen as gas; but wherever 
they may be in the proportions of two-thirds, 
by measure, of hydrogen and one-third of oxy- 
gen, they have such an affinity or liking that 
if a spark or flame come in contact with them, 
they will explode, and, uniting together, form 
water; existing in that state in many thousand 
times Jess space than they occupied as gas or 
air. Thus water is oxygen and hydrogen unit- 
ed or married, and flame is the priest which 
marries them, And fire will unite oxygen with 
many other elements beside hydrogen. In fact, 
either by that or other means, it may be made 
chemically to unite with at cast sixty-three out 
of the sixty-five elements which have been dis- 
covered. And in such union it exists abun- 
dantly on the surface of the earth, forming 
about one half of its solid crust, or outer sur- 
face, as far as man has penetrated. Oxygen, 
however, when thus married, is far from being 
a faithful spouse. - Its restlessness, and the 
preference it gives to one element over another, 
cause it to be continually secking fresh com- 
binations. . Thus, when it is quietly settled 
down in water, the water may be set on fire by 
throwing a piece of potassium in it; because 
the nearest particles of oxygen leave the hydro- 
gea, with which in water they were combined, 
to unite by flame with the potassium which 
they like better, and form potassa. And thus in 
a quieter way, if iron be thrown into water, 
oxygen will leave the hydrogen and seize upon 
the outer particles, to form oxide of iron (rust), 
though this process goes on much more rapidly 
in damp air, where the oxygen was free. And 
a volume might be written upon the uses to 
which this oxide of iron is turaed ; for it forms 
the red, orange, and yellow coloring of sands, 
and clays, and marbles, and the pigments of 
many paints. It gives ‘strength to vegetables, 
and through them to animal frames, where it is 
distinctly traced as the coloring matter of the 
blood ; and in fine, supplies the warm and glow- 
ing tints of uearly all outward nature. est- 
leas, however, as oxygen is generally, its union 
with some elements, seadale some of the less 
known metals, is hard to*be severed. This is 
the ease with calcium, aluminum, sodium, mag- 
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nesium, and potassium, which are only met with 
in a pure state after having passed through the 
laboratory of the chemist; because oxygen likes 
them so well that they can scarcely be parted. 
To these firm combinations we are indebted for 
clay, sand, lime; yea, nearly all our earths, 
which are really only, for the most part, oxides 
of other elements. Their changes—nay, their 
very existence—are due to the preference which 
oxygen gives to one element over another, and 
to its restless seeking for new combinations ; and 
by it nearly all the material operations of na- 
ture, slow or rapid, minute or grand, are ear- 
ried into effect.— Our Own Fireside. 


Nothing renders one more happy than to do 
pleasantly what one must do from necessity. 


ITEMS. 

Tue Panama Rattway.—Siuce the construction of 
this road across the Isthmus it bas carried nearly 
40,000 passengers and $675,000,000 of treasure, the 
latter from the Pacific to the A'lantic side of the 
Isthmus. The silver shipments. over the ate 
gradually declining, and most of the silve ns- 
ported is shipped to the Isthmus from the ific 
coast of South America. Of freight the road ‘has 
transported 614,535 tons, but this year it is estimated 
the traffic will amount to 150,000 tons. America 
now controls the road, which rons through the ter- 
ritory of New Granada, but England is making great 
exertions to get possession of it. * 

From the Atlantic seaboard to Sacramento, by the 
railroad route, is 3129 miles, of which 1887 have 
been completed and are now in successful operation, 
leaving but 1252 miles yet to be built. I: ia confi- 
dently asserted that the gap will be filled up within 
two years. 

Owing to the stringent rules enforced in Louisiana, 
and the neglect of the whites to register, the New 
Orleans papers say the proportion of registered col- 
ored voters to white voters.is so large as to become 
alarming. Outside the city the proportion is still 
greater. At the latest accounts the v ters registered 
at Baton Rouge were thirty-six whites and three 
hundred and fifty colored. At Ascension, fifty-one 
whites and seven hundred and ninety-six colored. 
Part of the dispropomion is accounted for by the 
fact that every qualified negro registered, while a 
large proportion of those whites not disfranchised by 
law refused to register. 

The Third Annual Report of Friends’ Association 
of Philadelphia for the Aid and Elevation of the 
Freedmen, shows that their efforts'the past. year have 
been directed almost exclusively to the est«blishment 
and support of schools. Seventeen are represented 
as in successful operation. In some of these it has 
been found necessary to seek out from the more ad- 
vanced pupils those who showed decided qualifice- 
tions for teaching, and place them over the primary 
classes. More then eight hundred children have 
‘been under instruction in these schools, and the con- 
dition aod deportment of the colored people in sec- 
tions where they are located are encouraging and 
hopeful. The Association asks the aid of Friends to 
enable them to continue their teachers at their posts 
of usefalness. [tis not thought that in fature clothiog 
will be needed, but money is indispensable. Books 
and seede will also be of great importance, and it is 
hoped that all interested in the welfare of these peo- 
ple will generously respond to their need. 





